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Introduction 
 
The University of Law produces this document for the information of prospective students. It explains 
the course demands so that applicants with disability support requirements can assess their ability to 
undertake the course. Detailed questions about the extent of adjustments that may be made should be 
addressed to the Disability Support and Inclusion Service. This document may be made available to 
medical practitioners who may be asked to provide a professional judgement on the ability of an 
applicant to complete the course. 
 
The information included is an indicative guide for a part-time online programme commencing 27th 
September 2021. Students who enrol on the course will be subject to the course regulations in force at 
that time. 
 
Details of all of the Master of Arts Education, with multiple entry points and exit awards PGCHE and 
PGDip, including subject coverage and the learning environment, can be found on the University 
website.  
 

Support for Students 

 

University of Law Inclusion Plans (ULIPs) 

  
The University has a dedicated Disability and Inclusion Service to assist students in accessing 
the programme. We encourage students to share information about disabilities and health 

conditions with the University as early as possible and preferably prior to starting the course so 

that adjustments can be put in place as early as possible.  Medical and / or diagnostic evidence 

should be provided along with confirmation of any Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) funding. 

Upon receipt of this information the Disability and Inclusion Service will create a University of 

Law Inclusion Plan which will detail any course and exam / assessment adjustments. These are 

then communicated to campus-based Disability Liaison Officers, tutors and assessment offices 
to implement the adjustments.  

 

The University is able to provide diagnostic assessments with an Educational Psychologist for 
students suspecting a Specific Learning Difference (SpLD) for example: Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, and 
Dyscalculia. The student will incur a small contribution fee of £75. Once completed the Disability 
and Inclusion Service can put in place a University of Law Inclusion Plan detailing the relevant 
adjustments to the course and assessments.  

 

The Disability and Inclusion Service can advise you on how to obtain DSA, we recommend you 
apply as soon as possible. If you are eligible you can apply for Disabled Student’s Allowance 
https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas. 

For more information please visit our disability micro-site   

http://www.law.ac.uk/disabilitysupport-service/ or contact disabilitysupportservice@law.ac.uk 

 

https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas
http://www.law.ac.uk/disability-support-service/
http://www.law.ac.uk/disability-support-service/
http://www.law.ac.uk/disability-support-service/
http://www.law.ac.uk/disability-support-service/
http://www.law.ac.uk/disability-support-service/
http://www.law.ac.uk/disability-support-service/
mailto:disabilitysupportservice@law.ac.uk
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Study Skills Support 

All students can access the Skills4Study online resources via our interactive virtual learning 
environment, ELITE. Students can also access webinars and workshop sessions and individual 
one to one sessions with our Study Skills Advisors. For further information contact studyskills-
online@law.ac.uk  

 
 
Modes of Study  
 
Students will study this part-time online Masters programme over a course length period of three years. 
The first academic year (40 weeks) focuses on the PGCHE award. The second academic year (40 
weeks) covers the PGDip award, and the final year of the Master of Arts Education is allocated to a 
research project and dissertation.  
 
Study Locations 
Online 
 
 
Summary of Key Learning Outcomes 
 

• Enable learners to continue their professional development as educationalists acquire, 
understand and apply advanced knowledge, skills and abilities in relevant educational 
professional areas 

• Explore educational researchers as practitioners, change agents, and knowledge transfer 
facilitators 

• Acquire skills, and abilities (including digital) necessary for students to pursue the demands of 
their chosen programme successfully 

• Apply subject knowledge, skills and behaviours gained to their own professional context in 
order to address areas of concern, or enhancement.  

• Make an informed comment on the applicability, relevance and usefulness of theories, 
concepts, models, methodologies and techniques applied to practice 

 
 
Preliminary Knowledge and Skills 

 
This programme is consistent with the QAA’s Category 2: specialised or advanced study master’s 
degrees. 
 
“all master's degree graduates have in-depth and advanced knowledge and understanding of their 
subject and/or profession, informed by current practice, scholarship and research. This will include 
a critical awareness of current issues and developments in the subject and/or profession; critical 
skills; knowledge of professional responsibility, integrity and ethics; and the ability to reflect on their 
own progress as a learner.” QAA Characteristics Statement, Master’s Degree, September 2015, 
page 3. 
 

mailto:studyskills-online@law.ac.uk
mailto:studyskills-online@law.ac.uk
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A sufficient command of English to follow the course to a successful conclusion (a score of 6.5 or 

above in all components of the IELTS exam). 
 

Pre-Course Demands 
 
The induction period will introduce students to the different approaches to assessment, development 
of digital skills and support from the Digital Academy.  We will capture Pre-study diagnostic testing on 
the student’s approach to using technology and learning and support offered through our learning-
analytic interventions. 
 
All course materials are made in advance of each week, and students are encouraged to participate in 
the online discourse because it is integrated into their summative assessment. 
 
The Master of Arts Education Learning Environment 
 

• The programme is structured into 20-week thirty credit modules, except for the 60-credit module 

dissertation which is spread over 40-weeks 

• During the first academic year, students will undertake two core modules that lead to 60 credits 

(and where applicable a PGCHE exit award) 

• During the second academic year, students will select one 30 credit from optional module 4, 

module 5 and module 6. Upon completing the optional module, students will undertake one 

core module of 30 credits (Research methodologies) to achieve the PGDip level. 

• During the final 5 months of the programme, the student will be allocated a supervisor who will 
support the student in undertaking an independent research project and producing a 

dissertation. 

• Teaching is through asynchronous and synchronous methods, with online research workshops 

delivered by the University of Law Research Institute. 

• All learning will occur in the University’s Virtual Learning Environment, where all support 

services will be made available to learners. 

• Each module is assessed at the end of the term in which the module is completed. 
• Module 1 and Module 2 create evidence that could lead to claims for Fellow of the Higher 

Education (module 2). Submission for Fellowship is an optional and may incur a fee payable to 

the Advance HE. 
 

 
 
Attendance requirements 

• There are two terms per academic year. Each term is approximately 20 weeks in length.  

• Term 1 comprises a comprehensive induction programme.  

• All learners are expected to engage with the induction, online materials, discussion forums, and 
activities on a weekly basis. The online activities from part of the learning journey and will 
provide valuable evidence towards the overall summative assessment in each module.  
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Assessment Demands   

   
A summary of the assessment schedule for this programme is explained below. 

 

 Module Summative Assessment 

L
e

v
e

l 7
 

Module 1 – Fundamentals of 
Teaching in Higher Education 

An end of module written assessment 
of 5000 words plus or minus 10%, 
comprising a reflective essay critically 
evaluating the learner’s own role in 
teaching, supporting their own 
learners and/or assessment, 
incorporating how they have engaged 
in collaborative learning practices on 
the PGCHE. The learners will pick 3 
areas they have studied in Module 1, 
or debated within the online 
discussions to focus on in their written 
submission and will support this by 
drawing on ideas from literature and 
integrating learning theory with 
reflections on their practice.  
 
This assessment will need to show 
requisite Knowledge and Values 
within the 5 Areas of Activity set out in 
the UKPSF for Descriptor 2. 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 1,2,3,4,5 & 
6. 
Weighting 100% 
 

Module 2 – Professional practice 
and the wider context of teaching 
and learning 

This is a two-part assessment. 
 
Part A:  
An end of module written assessment 
of 4,000 words plus or minus 10%, 
consisting of EITHER a fully worked 
proposal for an action research project 
OR an evaluative report on a small 
scale action research project. This 
proposal/report will include critical 
reflection on issues of learning, 
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teaching and/or assessment in the 
learner’s own professional practice 
and their engagement with 
collaborative learning practices 
leading to a 3000-word submission for 
Fellowship of the Advance HE.  
 
This assessment will need to show 
requisite Knowledge and Values 
within the 5 Areas of Activity set out in 
the UKPSF for Descriptor 2 
(Fellowship). * 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 4 & 
6. 
Weighting: 70% 
 
 
Part B:  
An oral presentation of 15 minutes in 
duration giving a synopsis of the action 
research project proposal/research 
project supported by a maximum of 10 
slides. This assessment is equivalent 
to 1,000 words.  
 
Meets learning outcome: 5 
Weighting: 30% 
 
 
*Those PGCHE learners who have 
already achieved Fellowship or higher 
Advance HE award, will not be 
required to complete a 3,000 word 
submission, but will be required to 
complete both Parts A and B of the 
summative assessment.  
 
Learners must achieve a minimum of 
50% pass mark in Part A and Part B 
to complete this module. 
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Module 3 – Curriculum Design and 
Development 

This is a two-part assessment. 
 
Part A: Written report that addresses 
LO1, LO2, LO3 – 4,000 words plus or 
minus 10%. The report will analyse a 
range of curriculum theories, models 
and approaches, and demonstrate 
critical understanding of the design 
and development of innovative and 
inclusive curricula. It will also provide 
a critical evaluation of the 
effectiveness of an identified 
curriculum. 
 
 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 5 
Weighting: 70% 
 
 
Part B Presentation – LO4 – 1000 
words equivalent Learners will provide 
a synchronous 15-minute presentation 
to the group. The presentation will 
recommend an alternative curriculum 
and provide justifications underpinned 
with theoretical and pedagogical 
principles. The presentation will be 
recorded, and presentation slides will 
be submitted as part of the evidence 
for LO4. 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 4 
Weighting: 30% 
 
Learners must achieve a minimum of 
50% pass mark in Part A and Part B 
to complete this module. 
 
 

Module 4 – Widening Participation 
and Inclusive Practice in HE 

This is a two-part assessment. 
 
Part A: A written submission of 2500 
words plus or minus 10%, to include a 
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comprehensive lesson plan (500 
words approx.) and rationale for 
inclusive learning.  Learners will select 
a topic they plan to teach to a diverse 
group of learners. The lesson plan will 
outline the lesson aims, steps, 
teaching methods, activities, 
resources and anticipated issues. The 
lesson plan will be supported by a 
written rationale, informed by theory 
and practical experience. 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 3,4 
Weighting: 50% 
 
 
Part B: A critical account of the 
changing face of UK HE from 1970 to 
2020. 2500 words plus or minus 10% 
Learners will be expected to 
demonstrate awareness of political, 
social and economic behaviours 
affecting HE participation, with 
particular reference to 
internationalisation and widening 
participation agendas. Learners will 
evidence understanding of trends in 
learning and forecast teaching 
practice which reflect the 
diversification of the learner body.  
 
Meets learning outcomes: 1,2, 5 
Weighting: 50% 
 
Learners must achieve a minimum of 
50% pass mark in Part A and Part B 
to complete this module. 
 

Module 5 – Workbased Learning A Written assessment of a maximum 
of 5,000 words, comprising a reflection 
of learning from a portfolio of evidence 
generated during this module; this 
includes the application of knowledge 
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in the workplace or from their action 
learning sets. 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 1,2, 3, 4,5 
Weighting: 100% 
 

Module 6 – Research 
methodologies 

A final research proposal that 
demonstrates critical knowledge and 
understanding of research 
approaches, methods and data 
analysis. The proposal should offer 
justifications for the approaches and 
methods to be adopted. 5000 words 
plus or minus 10%. 
 
Learning outcomes: 1,2,3,4,5 
Weighting: 100% 
 

Module 7 - Dissertation A Dissertation with a minimum of 
13,000 words plus or minus 10%. 
 
Learning outcomes: 1,2,3, 4, 5 
Weighting: 100% 
 

 
 
If appropriate medical evidence is accepted, we may re-schedule assessments to avoid more than one 
on any one day.  
As part of the University’s commitment to an inclusive learning environment, we anticipate the needs 
of our students and design the coursework tasks to have sufficient time for most students; this includes 
students with SpLDs. A SpLD is generally not considered a sole justification for granting coursework 
extensions and coursework extensions are only granted in exceptional, evidenced circumstances. 
 

The University operates a fit to sit policy, which means that students who attend an assessment are 
deeming themselves fit to sit that assessment. Therefore, it is not possible to submit a concession 
application for impaired performance for an assessment that has been sat, unless there was a 
procedural defect in the conduct of the assessment. 

 

Assessment Adjustments  

The Disability and Inclusion Service can offer a range of adjustments on a case by case basis. The 
programmes and assessments have been designed to be inclusive for students, and the following 
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adjustments are generally not made. Still, they can be considered in exceptional, evidenced 
circumstances assessed via the Disability Advisory Group.  

If you have any queries regarding support or adjustments whilst studying at the University of Law, 
please contact the Disability and Inclusion Service on disabilitysupportservice@law.ac.uk or 
01483216657 

 

 

Time limits 

Irrespective of any adjustments made, to complete this programme successfully, all students are 
required under regulations to pass all elements of the course within five years of commencing the 
course. 

 
 

 
 

Summary of Assessment Demands 
 
 
The following tables indicate the duration, style and number of assessments.  
 
PGCHE – Module 1 and Module 2 are core modules. 
PG Diploma – Modules 3, 4 and are optional. Students are permitted to select one of three optional 
modules in the second year of the programme. To complete the PG Diploma level, students must 
complete module 6. 
Master – Module 7 is a core module. 
 
Courses starting on 27th September 2021 
 
Informal Assessments (formative assessment) and Formal Assessments (summative assessments):  
 
Each module has a formative assessment opportunity scheduled for completion in the first half of the 
teaching term. Formative assessment will vary depending on student needs and the module summative 
assessment format. The continuous formative period ensures students can get meaningful feedback 
ahead of their summative assessments, which take place at the end of each term.  

 
 Module Summative Assessment 

L
e

v
e

l 7
 

Module 1 – Fundamentals of 
Teaching in Higher Education 

An end of module written assessment 
of 5000 words plus or minus 10%, 
comprising a reflective essay critically 
evaluating the learner’s own role in 
teaching, supporting their own 
learners and/or assessment, 
incorporating how they have engaged 
in collaborative learning practices on 



Master of Arts Education                               Programme Demands Document 

 

Page 11 of 
8 

© The University of Law 2021 

 

 
 

 

the PGCHE. The learners will pick 3 
areas they have studied in Module 1, 
or debated within the online 
discussions to focus on in their written 
submission and will support this by 
drawing on ideas from literature and 
integrating learning theory with 
reflections on their practice.  
 
This assessment will need to show 
requisite Knowledge and Values 
within the 5 Areas of Activity set out in 
the UKPSF for Descriptor 2. 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 1,2,3,4,5 & 
6. 
Weighting 100% 
 

Module 2 – Professional practice 
and the wider context of teaching 
and learning 

This is a two-part assessment. 
 
Part A:  
An end of module written assessment 
of 4,000 words plus or minus 10%, 
consisting of EITHER a fully worked 
proposal for an action research project 
OR an evaluative report on a small 
scale action research project. This 
proposal/report will include critical 
reflection on issues of learning, 
teaching and/or assessment in the 
learner’s own professional practice 
and their engagement with 
collaborative learning practices 
leading to a 3000-word submission for 
Fellowship of the Advance HE.  
 
This assessment will need to show 
requisite Knowledge and Values 
within the 5 Areas of Activity set out in 
the UKPSF for Descriptor 2 
(Fellowship). * 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 4 & 
6. 
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Weighting: 70% 
 
 
Part B:  
An oral presentation of 15 minutes in 
duration giving a synopsis of the action 
research project proposal/research 
project supported by a maximum of 10 
slides. This assessment is equivalent 
to 1,000 words.  
 
Meets learning outcome: 5 
Weighting: 30% 
 
 
*Those PGCHE learners who have 
already achieved Fellowship or higher 
Advance HE award, will not be 
required to complete a 3,000 word 
submission, but will be required to 
complete both Parts A and B of the 
summative assessment.  
 
Learners must achieve a minimum of 
50% pass mark in Part A and Part B 
to complete this module. 
  
 

Module 3 – Curriculum Design and 
Development 

This is a two-part assessment. 
 
Part A: Written report that addresses 
LO1, LO2, LO3 – 4,000 words plus or 
minus 10%. The report will analyse a 
range of curriculum theories, models 
and approaches, and demonstrate 
critical understanding of the design 
and development of innovative and 
inclusive curricula. It will also provide 
a critical evaluation of the 
effectiveness of an identified 
curriculum. 
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Meets learning outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 5 
Weighting: 70% 
 
 
Part B Presentation – LO4 – 1000 
words equivalent Learners will provide 
a synchronous 15-minute presentation 
to the group. The presentation will 
recommend an alternative curriculum 
and provide justifications underpinned 
with theoretical and pedagogical 
principles. The presentation will be 
recorded, and presentation slides will 
be submitted as part of the evidence 
for LO4. 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 4 
Weighting: 30% 
 
Learners must achieve a minimum of 
50% pass mark in Part A and Part B 
to complete this module. 
 
 

Module 4 – Widening Participation 
and Inclusive Practice in HE 

This is a two-part assessment. 
 
Part A: A written submission of 2500 
words plus or minus 10%, to include a 
comprehensive lesson plan (500 
words approx.) and rationale for 
inclusive learning.  Learners will select 
a topic they plan to teach to a diverse 
group of learners. The lesson plan will 
outline the lesson aims, steps, 
teaching methods, activities, 
resources and anticipated issues. The 
lesson plan will be supported by a 
written rationale, informed by theory 
and practical experience. 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 3,4 
Weighting: 50% 
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Part B: A critical account of the 
changing face of UK HE from 1970 to 
2020. 2500 words plus or minus 10% 
Learners will be expected to 
demonstrate awareness of political, 
social and economic behaviours 
affecting HE participation, with 
particular reference to 
internationalisation and widening 
participation agendas. Learners will 
evidence understanding of trends in 
learning and forecast teaching 
practice which reflect the 
diversification of the learner body.  
 
Meets learning outcomes: 1,2, 5 
Weighting: 50% 
 
Learners must achieve a minimum of 
50% pass mark in Part A and Part B 
to complete this module. 
 

Module 5 – Workbased Learning A Written assessment of a maximum 
of 5,000 words, comprising a reflection 
of learning from a portfolio of evidence 
generated during this module; this 
includes the application of knowledge 
in the workplace or from their action 
learning sets. 
 
Meets learning outcomes: 1,2, 3, 4,5 
Weighting: 100% 
 

Module 6 – Research 
methodologies 

A final research proposal that 
demonstrates critical knowledge and 
understanding of research 
approaches, methods and data 
analysis. The proposal should offer 
justifications for the approaches and 
methods to be adopted. 5000 words 
plus or minus 10%. 
 
Learning outcomes: 1,2,3,4,5 
Weighting: 100% 
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Module 7 - Dissertation A Dissertation with a minimum of 
13,000 words plus or minus 10%. 
 
Learning outcomes: 1,2,3, 4, 5 
Weighting: 100% 
 

 
 

Number of Assessments 
3 x Taught Module Assessments (Core) 
3 x Taught Module Assessments (Optional) 
1 x Dissertation 
 
 

Potential Re-sit Assessments: 
Resist opportunities occur at the end of each term and based on the same assessment descriptors 
within each module. The student will have four weeks from the confirmed examination board results 
to re-sit/submit their assessment for marking. 
 
 

Digital and technological resources and requirements 

 

Students will be expected to be able to access all their learning resources using the University of 
Law’s virtual learning environment Blackboard. Students are recommended to use the latest version 
of Chrome or a Firefox web browser to access Blackboard. The list of supported browsers is 
available from: 

• https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support 

Students may check if their browser is supported by accessing: 

• https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support/Browser_Checke
r 

For general computer hardware students are recommended to have access to a computer which can 
access the latest browsers (see above). This will enable them to access wider institutional software, 
including Microsoft OneDrive & Teams, Blackboard Collaborate Conferencing System, Panopto 
Multimedia Player and the Library Systems. The computer (laptop or desktop) should be multimedia 
enabled with a webcam. Students are also recommended to have a headset with built-in microphone. 

 
 

 

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support/Browser_Checker
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support/Browser_Checker

